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Agenda 

• Importance of state advocacy  

• NARFE’s state advocacy program 

• How to be a state advocate  

• Resources for NARFE members 

• Davis v. Michigan  

• Dawson v. Steager 
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Importance of State Advocacy 
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• States are proving grounds 

• Taxes on pay and benefits 

• Long-term care insurance and more 

• Building familiarity with NARFE 
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States Are Proving Grounds 
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• State trends become national policy 

 

• Defense and offense  
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State Taxes 
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Other Issue Areas 
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Long-term care 
insurance 

Caretaker issues  Gerrymandering 

Indexing 
Any NARFE-
related issue  
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Indexing 
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Building Familiarity with 
NARFE 

 

How many states have a least one former state 
legislator serving in either the House or 

Senate?  
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NARFE’s State Advocacy 
Program 
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State Legislative Chair 

 

• What is this position? 

 

• What are the responsibilities?  

 

• Does your federation have one?  
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How to be a State Advocate 
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Who? What? When? 
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Create a State Advocacy 
Program 
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Formalize 
and publish 
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Federation 
support 

5  

Provide 
reasoning 

3 

Policy 
solutions 

4 

Compile the 
issues 

2 

Form a 
committee 

1 



Rally Your Federation 

• Start a grassroots campaign  

• Send letters 

• Make calls  

• Schedule one-on-one meetings 

• Find possible coalition partners  

• Be the source for legislators  
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How to Draft a Prewritten 
Email 

• Keep it brief 

• Identify NARFE and yourself 

• Quickly introduce your concern 

• Succinctly explain issue 

• Reiterate  
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Meeting with a State Legislator 

• Scheduling the meeting 

• Background information 

• Be prepared 

• Thank you  

• Contact the Advocacy Department 
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Day on the Hill 
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Resources for NARFE Members 
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Resources for NARFE Members 
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Resources for NARFE Members 
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Davis v. Michigan 

 

A state may not grant total exemptions from 
state income taxation to  state government 

pensioners, unless it grants the same 
exemptions to federal government pensioners.  
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Dawson v. Steager 
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Takeaways  

• Opportunity to advance NARFE’s agenda on 

the state level 

• Develop and update your state advocacy 

program  

• Plan a day to visit your legislators  

• Use all the resources available  
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Questions? 

Ross Apter 

Rapter@narfe.org 

571-483-1248 
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